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Leicester Schools Peace Project
KS2 Teacher Booklet 

Introduction 

Harmony and Diversity is the title of the Leicester Agreed Syllabus. The syllabus leans towards
peace - coexistence with dignity and mutual understanding. Our city is so diverse and yet works
and flourishes. In Leicester we are doing the opposite of sectarian religious education. In Leicester
we want to equip our young people with a religious education that respects their own world view.
In addition, we want young people to have an education that enables them to have the skills and
attitudes to encounter others who are different to them in positive ways. 

The Leicester Schools’ Peace Project supports teachers in RE and other subjects in helping young
people  develop  strong  ethical  understandings  of  conflict  and  reconciliation,  justice  and
nonviolence, war and peace. It is a developing scheme of work that will draw on how different
faiths understand peace. It begins in the autumn term 2021 with lesson and assembly plans, and
the opportunity of a peace tour led by student ambassadors of the university and war memorials.
These resources and opportunities draw on local stories about how we remember war in this city.
It particularly fits with the lead up to Remembrance Sunday in November.  

The war memorial on the edge of Victoria Park remembers the 12,000 men who died in city and
county in World War I. World War I has been called the founding catastrophe of the 20 th century. It
touched with tragedy, suffering and grief, every village, every street, and nearly every extended
family in Britain. 

Peace Walk, down from the war memorial, remembers women, Hiroshima and Nagasaki victims,
those from the Commonwealth – India, Africa, the Caribbean, Australia, Canada, and those who
refused to fight at all. We also draw on the stories of the second war memorial  -  the founding of a
university. The University of Leicester is a unique memorial in Britain, a ‘living memorial’, a ‘palace
of peace’ that began a 100 years ago to remember those killed, but to empower the living with
new and better possibilities. Its motto is “That they might have life.” 

To understand war, conflict, and peace is not enough. It requires game-changers, citizens of change
-  to quote  David  Attenborough,  whose  father  was the  second principal  of  the  new university
college.  David  with  his  two  brothers  and  two  adopted  refugee  sisters  from  Nazi  Germany,
developed his love of nature, growing up on the college campus. The whole Attenborough family
embodied the ethos of Citizens of Change – now the mission slogan of the university. Every pupil in
our schools can be a game changer, a citizen of change, with a leaning to the global, the inclusive,
with human rights for all, and learning how to save our earth from climate change. 

We welcome your feedback and help in improving these resources. We welcome your ideas for
teaching peace making in your school. 

Saffron Gallup     Andrew Bolton
Coordinators, Leicester Schools Peace Project
saffron@ppu.org.uk      abolton2@live.com 
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Co-sponsors: 
We are grateful to these organisation for moral support, encouragement and funding:

    Pax Christi
    Leicester CND
    Leicester Quaker Meeting
    Community of Christ

Collaborators/Consultants:
We thank the following for the enthusiastic and collegial help:

     University of Leicester
     Leicester SACRE
     Peace Pledge Union
     Writers from Islam, Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist, Baha’i,      
     Humanist, Catholic, Anglican, CND, Quaker etc 

Teacher Working Party:
The following educators have helped put together these assembly and lesson plans: Karen Norton,
Saffron Gallup,  Jewell  Bolton and Andrew Bolton.  We are also grateful  for the help of Wendy
Harrison, RE advisor/consultant. We warmly welcome corrections and suggestions.

Copyright Images:
We have made good faith attempts to acknowledge copy right for photos and welcome help on
this. Most photographs are either from the University of Leicester or taken by Andrew Bolton.

Peace of the City Books, Leicester, UK

© Leicester Schools Peace Project, Peace Pledge Union 2021
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Remembrance

Objectives: 
Teacher
- To gather a baseline of student’s understanding of remembrance
- To start a word bank of relevant vocabulary (this can be used as a learning outcome at the end of

the scheme of work)

Students
- To consider different ways of remembrance: individual, within families and societies 
- To become familiar with symbols of Remembrance including the red and white poppies

Resources: 
Post-its for students to write down new or unfamiliar words
KS2 Lesson 1 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
Remembrance/ cenotaph/ memorial/ commemorate/ symbol/ plaque

Starter:  
Slide 2  Every year, in the UK and other countries, Remembrance Sunday takes place on the 11 th

November. What does this day remember/ commemorate?

Show cenotaph footage (from 30:15) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z87aa-FDzJE 
Explanation: Remembrance Sunday commemorates British and Commonwealth military dead from
both World Wars and other violent conflicts. It is held on the Sunday nearest the 11th November,
the date of Armistice Day, when hostilities ended in WW1. Two minutes’ silence is held at 11am.
People  lay  wreaths  of  poppies  at  memorials  around the UK and in  Commonwealth countries.
Church bells are rung and military parades take place.

Slide 3 How else do we remember those who have died?
Silent reflection is an important part of Remembrance Sunday. But there are other ways that we
remember...

Slide 4 Haka in Belgium WW1 memorial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kg_P9HH57Q 
Explanation:  The  Haka  is  a  Māori  ceremonial  dance.  It  is  performed  by  groups  and  involves
postures, facial expression and shouts or chants. It is performed at a range of different events and
ceremonies, including sports and remembrance.

Slide  5 Parade  in  Memory  of  Trumpeter  Abram  Wilson  St  John’s  Church  London
https://vimeo.com/47890807 
Explanation: New Orleans-style parades with music performed by brass bands are often performed
at funerals and memorials. The procession often becomes more upbeat as people say their final
goodbyes to those who have died.
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Slide 6 Can you think of any other ways we remember?
Start to gather key ideas and vocabulary- ask students to add words/ notes to Post-its and give
definitions if they can.

Main:
Slide 7 Show picture of  Memorial Arch  in Victoria Park – do you recognise this? What does this
remember/commemorate?
Explain: The Remembrance Arch War Memorial Leicester’s Remembrance Arch War Memorial was
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens who designed the London Cenotaph and other war memorials. He
designed two others like the Leicester Arch of Remembrance; one in New Delhi that is twice the
height and the other on the Somme in France, the site of terrible loss of life in WWI.

The arch was unveiled on 4 July 1925 by two local widows, Mrs Elizabeth Butler and Mrs Annie
Glover, in front of 30,000 people. Eight of Mrs Butler's sons served in the army during the war, of
whom four were killed in action; Mrs Glover lost three sons, along with two nephews and two
brothers-in-law. 

It cost  £23,000 in 1925 (£1.4 million today). On November 11 at sunrise, the sun shines directly
through this arch.

Slide 8 The Remembrance Arch only remembers Leicester and County men who died in WWI and
WWII, but near the Memorial Arch is Peace Walk. Peace Walk has lots of other memorials, some of
which remember in different ways.

Do you recognise any of these? What do you think they remember/ commemorate?

Slide 9 
Explain: This memorial stone remembers those from India, Africa and the Caribbean who also died
in both World Wars defending Britain. In WWI according to one estimate over 1.3 million Indians
served in Europe and 75,000 died. The stone has a poem written on it, which is another way of
commemorating.

Slide 10 
Explain: This is a cherry tree, planted to remember those who lost their lives in the bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. If you look closely you will see a picture of a white dove on the
plaque, which symbolises peace.

Slide 11 
Explain: This memorial stone is for the 187 WWI conscientious objectors from Leicester and over
60 in the county.  Conscientious objectors are people who refuse to fight in wars. Many of them
were sent to prison, and some of them died there or had illnesses for the rest of their lives. This
stone has a wreath of white poppies. Sometime people leave objects, like flowers or paper cranes,
to remember this group of courageous resisters to war.

Slide 12
Have you seen these (red/ white poppies)? What do they remember/ commemorate?
Explain: (this is a brief introduction- more will be covered in other lessons).
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The red poppy is a symbol of remembrance and is “worn as a show of support for the Armed
Forces community”. 

The white poppy is a symbol of remembrance and a pledge to actively work for peace. It is worn to
remember all victims of war, from all counties and on all ‘sides’ as well as civilians, who often suffer
the most as a result of war. 

Plenary:
Questions:
Can you summarise how we remember those who have died in wars from 1914 onward in the UK?

Can you describe some other ways of remembering those who have died? Are they quiet or loud?
For one person or for a group of people together?

When we think about wars in the past and those that are happening now who do you think we
should we remember? How should we remember them?

Summary:
Today we have thought about remembrance, what this means for different people and how it is
expressed in different ways.

We  have  looked  at  different  symbols  of  remembrance.  We  have  thought  about  the  different
meanings that symbols of Remembrance hold.
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Lesson 2: Leicester War Memorials

Objectives: 

   Pupils: 
 Review understanding of memorials as a way of helping people deal with grief and sadness

over the loss of a loved one. 
 Hear the story of the war memorial 
 Imagine what it was like to be a child at the time of the unveiling/uncovering of the war

memorial on Victoria Park on Saturday 4th July 1925
Write about what they saw, and heard and felt in a letter to a friend. 

Resources:  
KS2 Lesson 2 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
Memorial/ wreath/ emotions vocabulary (see below)
                     

Background
In World War I (1914-1918) Britain went through a terrible time.  It was the first global war – hence
the term World War.  At the time it was simply called the Great War. It was the first industrialised,
mechanized  and  chemicalised  war.  Mass  production  of  weapons  happened for  the  first  time.
Lorries and tanks were used for the first time as well as machine guns.  Poisonous gas was used for
the first  time. Trench warfare resulted in a stale mate and thousands lost their lives trying to
advance a few hundred yards. Tanks broke the stalemate as did thousands of fresh troops from the
United States.  

12,000  men  in  Leicester  and  Leicestershire  died.  Every  street,  every  village,  perhaps  every
extended family was affected. After the war, war memorials were erected in every village, town
and city as a way of helping people deal with the grief of so many people killed. The Memorial Arch
was erected on the edge of Victoria Park. It was designed by Edwin Lutyens the same architect
who designed the London Cenotaph.  It  was finished in 1925 at the cost of  about  £23,000 (in
today’s prices it would £1.4 million). There are no names on Leicester’s memorial arch, but a book
with all the names is kept in Leicester Cathedral and the University Library. 

World War I ended at 11am on the 11th November 1918. Remembrance Sunday is held on the
Sunday nearest 11th November. People wear red poppies and there are ceremonies for the laying
of red poppy wreathes at war memorials all over the country.  Some also wear white poppies and
lay wreathes with white poppies. 

Starter:

Slide 2: (Perhaps the teacher, if they feel okay about doing this, can tell the story of losing a loved
one and how they dealt with the feeling they felt, what they found helpful etc)
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It is difficult losing a pet or a loved one.  When we lose someone or something we love what might
be our feelings?  What is helpful in these difficult times?

Main:

Slide 3-4 Introduces children to the World War I

Slide 5 An old photo of the centre of Leicester, the clock tower. 12,000 soldiers in Leicester and
Leicestershire died. Every street, every village, perhaps every extended family lost a loved one.
There was so much sadness. People needed ways of remembering these loved ones together. So
war memorials were built all over the country, in every village, town and city. 

Slide 6-9 So this is the large war memorial that was build in Leicester on the edge of Victoria Park
to remember the 12,000 men who died from Leicester and Leicestershire.

Slide 10 WWI ended at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month 1918. Remembrance Sunday is held
the Sunday nearest November 11th each year.  The rising sun on November 11th shines straight
through the arch. 

Slide 11 Every Remembrance Sunday in November red poppy wreathes are laid to remember all
the soldiers.

Slide 12 There are no names on the Leicester War Memorial.  A book of all  the names of the
Leicester and Leicestershire soldiers who were killed is kept in the cathedral and the university
library.  This photo is of the Book of Remembrance in the Cathedral. 

Slide 13 The Leicester War Memorial was unveiled on 4 July 1925 by two Leicester widows, Mrs
Elizabeth Butler and Mrs Annie Glover, in front of 30,000 people. 

Eight of Mrs Butler's sons served in the army during the war, of whom four were killed in action.
Mrs Glover lost three sons, along with two nephews and two brothers-in-law.

Slides 14-15 ACTIVITY
Imagine you were in the crowd of 30,000 on Saturday July 4, 2025. It  is  summer. What is the
weather like? Is there music? Are there marching soldiers? Do people sing the national anthem?  

The war memorial is covered with sheets. You hear the stories of Mrs Elizabeth Butler and Mrs
Annie Glover and the sons and relatives they each lost. Then you see the them pull a cord together
and the sheets  come tumbling down and you to see the huge war  memorial.  What  are  your
feelings at this moment?

Here are some words to choose from: 

sad, scared, angry, disbelief, anxious, cold, upset, excited, comforted, uplifted, tears, cry, proud,
wonder, not sure, confused
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Write a letter to a friend about the ceremony of unveiling the war memorial on Saturday 4 th July
1925. Say what you say and how you felt.  

Then round the letter write in colour pencils or pens some of the words that describe your feelings.

Plenary:
Hold up your work [teacher comments positively about a few] Perhaps display the letters later. 

Discuss:
What are your feelings about the day the war memorial was uncovered before a crowd of 30,000
people?

What did you say in your letter?

What colours did you use to write the feeling words? Did the colours you used mean anything to
you?
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Lesson 3: Story of the University of Leicester as a Living Memorial

Objectives: 

 Review pupils understanding of memorials, the Arch of Remembrance war memorial and
the Peace Walk

 Review memorials as a way to help grief and sadness over loss of loved ones
 Tell the story of the founding of the University of Leicester as a ‘living memorial’
 Explore meaning of university (a school for young people aged 18+)

Resources:  
KS2 Lesson 3 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 
                     

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
living memorial/ palace of peace/ university/ grieve/ knowledge

Starter Question:
Slide 2 When a loved one dies how do you remember them in your family?

Transition:
In 1918, the Country went through a terrible war. 12,000 men in Leicester and Leicestershire died.
The families  may have had a father  or  brother  or  neighbour  that  was  killed.  They wanted to
remember them.  

Last  lesson  we  looked  at  how  the  people  in  Leicester  and  county  made  a  war  memorial,  a
memorial arch to remember them. This is the Victoria Park war memorial. Today we continue the
discussion of memorials.

We will explore what a ‘living memorial’ is.

Main:
Slide 3 Why a University?
Leicester University was formed because some people thought “We have made a huge Arch of
Remembrance to honour those who died in the Great War.”

It is a grand way to say thank you for those who served our country. The Arch of Remembrance
helped heal some of the pain of losing family and neighbours, by giving them a place to grieve.

But some asked: “How do we honour the living?” and “What about the future?” These incredible
questions started people brainstorming ideas.

They dreamed of a ‘Living Memorial,’ not a stone memorial but a living memorial. They decided to
start a university. This memorial would award people with skills and knowledge for the future. It
would be a ‘palace of peace’ rather than a ‘war memorial.’
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Compare and Contrast University then and now.
Slide 4 This is a picture of the Military hospital 100 years ago.

Slide 5 The building is still there, but it is part of the University.
Back then it was converted from a Military hospital to classrooms and offices.

Slide 6 Gather 11 students in a circle: The University started with 11 students. The first year group
had 10 women and 1 man. This is not a very big school is it?
And now the University of Leicester has about 16,000 students!

Slide 7 100 years ago it was just the one building. Now there are many more buildings!

Many changes...but all started with a dream and brainstorming!

In small groups discuss the following questions:
Why do you think the first class had 10 out of 11 women in the group?
(Possible  answers:  Soldiers  returning  to  jobs  back  home,  many  men  lost  in  war,  shortage  of
opportunities for  women to go to University,  it  was  a brand new university  and men perhaps
wanted to go to ‘established universities.’  Families would have wanted females to still live at home
where it was acceptable for men to go ‘off’ to university in another town.)

Slide 8 What is a University?
(Possible answers: 
- A kind of school for people 18+ 
- Learn how to be scientists, doctors, lawyers, business managers, languages, artists, teachers,

etc.)

Slide 9 Now in a reflection moment on your own think about the following questions:

When someone/or a pet died how did you remember them?
Draw and write your thoughts

The University of Leicester is a memorial, a way of people in the 1920s remembering those who
died in World War I. It is a gift to us today from that time. University is a wonderful opportunity.

If you go to University what would you study?
Draw and write your thoughts

‘Dream a future’ -  where would you be at 21, at 30 years?
 Draw and write your thoughts

Plenary:
Imagine you lived a 100 years ago and World War I has just finished. Imagine you had lost a loved
one – a dad,  or a brother, or  an uncle. What would help you and your family more? A stone
memorial or starting a school as a living memorial?
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Does a living memorial give people hope?
(Possible answers: A memorial that continues ‘to give’ by support of people living now.  It gives
people hope that through educating and training the world can be a better place.)

If you go to University what would you study? Where would you be at 21, at 30 years?
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Lesson 4: University as a Palace of Peace

Objectives: 
 Pupils understand Palace of Peace where peace is royal, enthroned, privileged, tops
 Pupils understand Palace as the home of the king or queen and their family
 Understand how the university of Leicester was founded after World War I as a Palace of

Peace.
 Consider how their school or home could be a palace of peace.

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
Palace /University/ Peace/ War/ palace of peace

Resources:  
A4 Paper, pencils/ pens for colouring
KS2 Lesson 4 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

Starter:
Slide 2 of Buckingham Palace.  

What this place?  (Buckingham Palace)

Who lives here?  (The Queen and the Royal Family)

How can you tell it is a palace?

Slide 3 How is this different to your bedroom?

Main:
Slides 4-10 tell story of the founding of the University of Leicester as a Palace of Peace.

Slide 11 When you think of palace what do you think of? What would a palace of peace look like?
Who lives in a palace? A King or Queen!! They are number one! They are on the throne.
What might a palace of peace mean? Who lives there? Who or what is on the throne? What is
number one? PEACE!

Think of your school or home as a palace of peace... What would be in it?
Possible answers: fairness (justice), valuing all (human rights), learning how to love and forgive,
children playing happily, no one hungry.

Draw your school or home palace of peace…  put in your drawing what you think would be in a
palace of peace!

Plenary:
Children show and explain their palace of peace. 
What do you think of the idea of creating a university as a ‘Palace of Peace?’
How can our school be a ‘Palace of Peace?’ Could your home be a ‘Palace of Peace?’
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Lesson 5: Game Changers

Objectives: 
 Introduce the term ‘Game Changers’ [The term ‘Citizens of Change’ will be used in KS3]
 Pupils should be able to give examples of Game Changers
 Pupils should explore in writing and verbally ways in which they can begin to be Game

Changers
 Help pupils think about higher education as a way of doing more good with their lives. 

Resources:  
KS2 Lesson 5 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 
                      
*Connected with Assembly material on Game Changers.  It would help if the Assembly on Game
Changers were to follow this lesson.  

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
Game changer/ change/ plan/ improve

Starter:  
Use slides 1-4 on Marcus Rashford – to introduce the concept of ‘Game changer’:

Who is Marcus Rashford? He grew up on a council estate called Wythenshawe in Manchester. Just
his mum looked after him and his brothers. They sometimes did not have enough food. 

What is he known for  now? Marcus is a good footballer. He plays for Manchester United and
England. Marcus scored two goals in his first game for United. He was picked to play for England at
19 years old – very young. He scored in his first match! Now he has played over 40 games for
England. He helps with feeding hungry children and also helps them learn to read.  

During the 2020-21 Covid 19 pandemic Boris Johnson’s government wanted to save money by
stopping free meals for school children during the holidays. Because of the pandemic parents did
not have jobs– so they had no money coming in for  food.  Children would have gone hungry.
Marcus spoke up in protest! He got Boris Johnson’s government to change its decision twice on
free meals for hungry children. Marcus Rashford 2 Boris 0!

Main:
Use  slides  5-18 to  tell  the  stories  of  the  Attenborough  family  and  the  founding  of  Leicester
University

Exercise 1
What worries you, or hurts you or makes you scared at school or on your street?
[Prompt with suggestions: could be bullying,  other issues on street or school]

Children talk with 2 others, then come together and make a list of these problems on white board.

Now think of how you can be a ‘game changer’ in school or in your street.

15

https://www.ppu.org.uk/lspp


What is your plan for change? Draw and write your ideas.

Exercise 2
Imagine you are a game changer when you grow up. How do you need to prepare to be a game
changer as you are growing up? Draw and write your ideas.

Plenary:

Review the key concept – Game Changer – what is it?  
How was Marcus Rashford a game changer?
How were the Attenborough family game changers?
How can you be a game changer?
 
[Display drawing and ideas]
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Lesson 6: Story of the Red Poppy

Objectives: 

 Review how people express grief and sadness
 Understand  the  red  poppy  as  a  symbol  of  remembrance/remembering  British  soldiers

around Remembrance Sunday in November
 Children draw a red poppy and show who is remembered by them. 

Resources:  
A4 plain paper and colouring pencils/ pens for each class member

KS2 Lesson 6 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
Symbol/ Remembrance/ war/ soldiers/ red poppy/ poem/ Flanders (an area of France that was a
battlefield in WWI)

Starter:

Slide 1 Red Poppy
1) What is this?  
2) Where and when do you see it?
3) What does it stand for?

Main:
Tell the story of the red poppy as a symbol of remembrance from World War I onwards especially
in Britain and the Commonwealth. 

Slides  2-3 explain  how  red  poppies  grew  in  the  battle  ground  of  freshly  turned  up  earth  in
Flanders, France in 1915.  

Slide 4 tell  the story of  Dr John McRae.  He was a doctor but first  a soldier.  He came from a
Canadian military family.  

A close friend had died in a battle in Flanders, France on May 2 1915. Dr McRae led the funeral
service  the next  day.  Poppies  were already  growing between the hasty  dug graves.  After  the
funeral service he wrote the poem Flanders Field.  Dr McRae was already a poet. 

Slide  5  Moina  Michael  (1869-1944)  started  the  red  poppy  campaign.  She  was  an  American
professor helping with the YMCA in London in 1918. She was moved by Dr John McRae’s poem and
made a red poppy to wear and then invited others to wear red poppies and donate money to help
injured soldiers and their families. She campaigned for the red poppy for the rest of her life.  

She became known as the poppy lady. Here is a USA postage stamp with her picture on it.
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Slide 6 The Royal British Legion took up the red poppy symbol in 1921 and today still sells red
poppies to raise money for charitable work for all those who have served in Britain’s armed forces
and need help.

Slides 7-10 People wear the red poppy, they put it on their cars and in their windows. Wreathes
are laid on Remembrance Sunday at war memorials all over the country.

Slide 11 Red poppies help us remember all the British and Commonwealth soldiers who died from
1914 to  today.  The Red Poppy campaign  helps  raise  money to  help  British  soldiers  and their
families.

EXERCISE

Slide 12 Have the children draw and colour a red poppy and show who it remembers and helps?
This slide gives a simply red poppy to copy.  

Slide 13 This is a picture of real red poppies growing on a Leicester allotment that can be used to
inspire this art exercise. 

Drawings can be displayed. 

Plenary:

1) Do members of your family wear the red poppy? 

2) Do any of you have stories of family members in World War I or World War II or later wars?

3) If you were to wear a red poppy what would it mean for you?
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Lesson 7: Story of the White Poppy

Objectives: 

 Explore how it feels to be ‘left out’.
 Be able to tell the story of the white poppy tradition and what it stands for.
 Be able to say how it is similar and different to the red poppy.  

Resources:  
A4 plain paper and colouring pencils/ pens crayons for each class member

KS2 Lesson 7 Powerpoint from www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

Key vocabulary/ concepts:
‘left out’/ white poppy/ civilians/ war/ peace/ alternative remembrance

Starter:

Slides 1-2 When you are forgotten or ‘left out’ how do you feel?

Slide 3 The Leicester and Leicestershire war memorial remembers 12,000 men who died in World
War One, plus those who died in World War II and subsequent wars.  

Who is forgotten?  Who is ‘left out’?

Slide 4 Who is not remembered by the red poppy?
(Patiently, get ideas)

Slide 5 Are only soldiers killed in war?
             Who else is hurt or killed in war? (click to reveal)
             Who is forgotten? (click to reveal)

Slide 6 List (Click to reveal each one)  
1) Women
2) Children
3) Civilians (all non-soldiers)
4) Soldiers from the other side
5) Those imprisoned or who died because they refused to be soldiers

How might we remember the forgotten?  

(Brainstorm ideas and then say we are going to look at one way of remembering the forgotten.)
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Main:
The White Poppy Story

Slide 7 What is the word in the centre of the white poppy? (click to show question)

The white poppy was created by women in the Cooperative Women’s Guild in 1933 in the middle
of the Great Depression. They were women that had lost husbands, fiancés, brothers, sons and
friends. The red poppy began as a protest against war in 1918, war never again. By the 1930s this
protest against war had been lost as the red poppy became more nationalistic and militaristic.
These women wanted a new symbol.

So they  created the white  poppy as  a  symbol  to remember all  victims of  war  on all  sides.  It
remembered women and children victims and civilians also. 

The white poppy is also a symbol about working for peace. The white poppy as a symbol has grown
in relevance and importance and as a balance to the red poppy symbol. 

Ultimately World War I resulted in over 8.5 million military deaths and between 6.6 and 13 million 
civilian deaths.1  Today at least 50% of war casualties can be civilians.

[What percentage of war victims are civilians?

From century to century it has been argued that 50% on average of war casualties were civilians.2  It has
also been argued that over the 20th century the percentage of civilian war victims increased from 5% in
1900  to  over  90%  at  the  beginning  of  the  21st century.  3 But  is  this  true?  Adam  Roberts  provides  a
comprehensive review of these claims.4 He shows that this purported 20th century trend of an increasing
percentage of  civilian  deaths  is  indeed  not  true.   Reliable  statistics  and methodologies  are  important.
Looking at one war, for example the 2003 Iraq war, Roberts quotes estimates of civilian to military deaths
varying from 10:1, 5:1, to a conservative 3:1.5  Yet even at 3:1, the most conservative figure by Iraq Body
Count, three civilians die for every one member of the military killed.  Peter Orborn, writing six years after
Roberts, quotes a 2015 Physicians for Social Responsibility review that claims about a million people in Iraq
were actually killed.6  In comparison, American and British military casualties in Iraq were 4,4317 and 1798

respectively.  War is dangerous for civilians and often more so than the military.]

1 “Source List and Detailed Death Tolls for the Primary Megadeaths of the Twentieth Century,” 
http://necrometrics.com/20c5m.htm#WW1 There is a consensus around 8.5 million military deaths. Civilian death 
estimates range from 6.6 million to 13 million depending on whether the Russian Civil War and the Arminian 
massacres are included. 

2  William Eckardt, “Civilian Deaths in Wartime” Bulletin of Peace Proposals, Vol. 20 (1): 89-98 (1989) See 

http://sdi.sagepub.com/content/20/1/89.full.pdf 

3  UNICEF is one example: of this claim ‘Impact of Armed Conflict on Children’ See 

https://sites.unicef.org/graca/patterns.htm Accessed 17 June 2021 The UNICEF continues to research and produce 
reports on the impact of war on children.  See the UNICEF website.

4  Adam Roberts, “Lives and Statistics: Are 90% of War Victims Civilians?”, Survival, 52:3, 115-136, (2010), DOI: 
10.1080/00396338.2010.494880 https://doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2010.494880 Accessed 20 July 2021

Also, see a good overview Civilian casualty ratio Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_casualty_ratio
Accessed 20 July 2021

5  Adam Roberts, 125

6  Peter Oborne, Not the Chilcot Report (Head of Zeus, 2016) 4

7  US Department of Defense website https://www.defense.gov/casualty.pdf Accessed 20 July 2021

8  Peter Oborne, 3
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Slide 8-10  White poppies are worn and also made into wreathes to be used as an alternative
remembrance around Remembrance Sunday. 

Slide 11 Some people wear both red and white poppies.

EXERCISE

Slide 12 Draw a white poppy and show what it stands for. Show who it remembers.

(Drawings can be displayed)

Plenary:

1) How do you feel when you are forgotten or left out?  How would you feel if someone in
your family is killed in war but not officially remembered?

2) How are the red and white poppy similar?

3) How is the white poppy different?

4) Which poppy might you want to wear around Remembrance Sunday – the red or white
poppy, or both, or none?

21

This booklet is produced by the Leicester Schools Peace Project, a collaboration between local 
peace groups,  the Peace Pledge Union, schools and the University of Leicester.  The full collection 
of lesson plans and assemblies for KS2 and KS3 can be found at www.ppu.org.uk/lspp 

https://www.ppu.org.uk/lspp


EVALUATION 

Please circle resource: KS2 lessons/ KS3 lessons/ KS2 and 3 Assemblies

Your name___________________________________ Email __________________________

School ______________________________________ Year group _____________________

 What was good about this resource?

 What was particularly relevant and interesting to the students?

 What could be improved in the next edition of this resource?

 Other comments?

Thank you!  

Please send to Andrew Bolton, Peaceholm, 34 Orton Road, Leicester, LE4 2AS
Or by email to abolton2@live.com and saffron@ppu.org.uk 
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	Slide 5 Parade in Memory of Trumpeter Abram Wilson St John’s Church London https://vimeo.com/47890807
	Ultimately World War I resulted in over 8.5 million military deaths and between 6.6 and 13 million civilian deaths. Today at least 50% of war casualties can be civilians.
	[What percentage of war victims are civilians?
	From century to century it has been argued that 50% on average of war casualties were civilians. It has also been argued that over the 20th century the percentage of civilian war victims increased from 5% in 1900 to over 90% at the beginning of the 21st century. But is this true? Adam Roberts provides a comprehensive review of these claims. He shows that this purported 20th century trend of an increasing percentage of civilian deaths is indeed not true. Reliable statistics and methodologies are important. Looking at one war, for example the 2003 Iraq war, Roberts quotes estimates of civilian to military deaths varying from 10:1, 5:1, to a conservative 3:1. Yet even at 3:1, the most conservative figure by Iraq Body Count, three civilians die for every one member of the military killed. Peter Orborn, writing six years after Roberts, quotes a 2015 Physicians for Social Responsibility review that claims about a million people in Iraq were actually killed. In comparison, American and British military casualties in Iraq were 4,431 and 179 respectively. War is dangerous for civilians and often more so than the military.]

